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This was my first visit to Bovingdon Players as their Regional representative and if all their productions are of this standard I look forward to a long and happy association with them

Neville's Island is a very well written play, but demands a lot of it's cast. I enjoyed Director John Mower's well thought out production.  The play was both amusing at times and sad and thought provoking at others. The reaction to stress in each of the characters and changes in their personalities were very well drawn. The absolute stillness and concentration of the audience was tribute to this. To direct a play with only four characters and maintain such spellbound concentration is not easy. Groupings were arranged in such a way that they were always interesting and never straight lines. At one stage when all actors were together Neville broke the line by kneeling and using the "river bank" to sit on added visual interest All actions were believable. When the four changed out of their wet clothes it seemed to take a long time.

The audience entered the auditorium to be confronted by the very good set, designed by Mike Aylward and constructed by him and Allan Saunders. This show demands water on stage and the addition of a shingle beach added to the realism. My one criticism would be the use of a cloth to denote the opposite side of the island. Technically there were some problems with this on Wednesday night and at one stage Gordon had an awkward movement walking around the side of the cloth It would have been better to black the stage and just light the tree (as happened when the cloth stuck). Using helmets with lights in the opening of Act two was a very realistic effect but dazzled the audience.

Overall technically the show worked very well. I would have liked to have seen a greater mist effect at times but realise too murky an atmosphere would have prevented the audience from seeing the action clearly. The sound effects were very good especially the lapping waves and birdsong. The lighting plot was very atmospheric, especially the sunset. The indication of the cruise boat was well presented and the rescue helicopter with overhead lights excellent. Cooking the sausage on stage was a nice touch and the smell of cooking sausage made our mouths water (but did it comply with local safety regulations?).

The incidental music was appropriate

The programme compiled by Stewart Woodward with silhouetted artwork by Jeff Prestedge was excellent., well planned and informative. The map of the island and the character profiles of the four participants in the Business Outward Bound Team Building Weekend were an especially good idea. It was a pity it did not bear a NODA logo as it is worthy of entering into the programme competition.

The play was extremely well cast, the actors clearly defining their different characters, their family histories and their reactions to the stress. Their reactions throughout the play were so natural, e.g. when the boat appeared, and their subsequent disappointment and disbelief when Angus lost the sausage.

Neville Nethercotte the Marketing Manager played by lain King was a very believable character, full of self importance as “The Leader". He looked like a rambler, and seemed pleased that he had "solved" the cryptic clue, finding difficulty admitting he was wrong. I loved the scene with him trying to light a fire boy scout style and there was a nice reaction from him when Angus supplied the burner and pans.

I liked Jeff Prestedge's portrayal of Gordon, the blunt Production Manager who had advanced from the factory floor and felt some disdain and jealously for others who had not had to work so hard to reach managerial level. He needed to comment on the price of his possessions, and the fact that he lived in a waterfront flat. He was the one who noticeably did not help in communal chores, and was a complex character, at times openly scornful of Angus and unkind to Roy and at others downright nasty, but occasionally a kinder side emerged. He maintained his accent well (is it his natural accent?). At one stage on Wednesday his dialogue was far too fast and at another he appeared to lose his words.

With his expensive large rucksack filled with necessary and unnecessary articles and belongings all packed in plastic bags Angus Mckenzie, the Distribution Manger, was easily a figure of fun. Peter Moore made the most of this most selfish character, less willing to share his possessions. Although I have seen the play before and knew what was coming I still laughed when he crossed himself and lost the sausage. You could see his bubble burst and his insecurity come to the fore when Gordon suggested his Julie was having an affair. Another believable characterisation

The most complex character was Roy Sponge the Finance Manger, and first person to realise Neville had made a mistake, superbly played by Stewart Woodward. As the play progressed you increasingly wondered what had happened to cause his breakdown, had he caused an accident in which his girlfriend or wife died?. He gave a very good portrayal of this disturbed man and the sympathy of everyone was with him as it was revealed that he had to decide to turn off his mother's life support machine. At times the audience were fearful for his life.

Altogether it was a gripping play well performed. I am sure the few technical and dramatic problems that did arise were ironed out in subsequent performances.

Thank you Bovingdon Players for your invitation and for such an enjoyable evening. 
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